
Michigan Course Catalog – MI0012 – Basic Conservation Assistance 

Course Name: Basic Conservation Assistance 

Course Coordinator:  Sally Van Lieu Course Number: MI0012 

 

Overview: This course provides participants with a basic exposure to the overall technical 

assistance that NRCS provides and typical requests for technical information at the field 

office level.  Several delivery techniques may be used including lecture, field trips, and 

classroom exercises.   

 

Purpose: The purpose of the course is give the participants supervised experience with the 

major skill areas of conservation planning and technical assistance including: sociology of 

conservation, photo interpretation, soils, cultural resources, engineering, economics, forestry, 

biology, technical guides, and regulations. 

 

Prerequisites:   

NEDC AgLearn online course 

 Introduction to the Field Office Technical Guide (course number 000149) 

 

Duration: 1 week 

 

Target Audience:  

NRCS field office and CD employees with less than 2 years experience should attend. 

 

Expected Outcomes:  
Participants will have an understanding of the wide range of conservation skills used by field 

employees.  

 

For the topics covered, the minimum proficiency level expected of the participant at the end 

of the course is “2 – Understanding – have knowledge of basic principles and procedure but 

can perform task only if assisted in each step.” 

 

Resources needed: 

None 
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Outline for: Basic Conservation Assistance 

   

Conservation Planning Process & Technical Assistance 

Field Office Technical Guide including Conservation Practice Standards 

Basic Biological Principles 

Sociology and Conservation Behavior 

Photo Interpretation – Using FSA color slides and soil survey atlas sheets 

Learning and Interpreting Soil Characteristics 

Biosecurity 

Agricultural Complaint Response 

Basic Economics 

Forest systems 

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 

Reconsiderations, Appeals & Mediations 

Cultural resources 

Engineering Essentials: 

- Standard Drawings and Construction Specifications 

- Job Approval Authority 

- Construction Safety 

- Pre-construction meetings with contractors 

- Permits 

 

 


